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Welcome to the 2019 NOPS Kit Kat Tour
East Sussex is covered in green hills and weald-land that look like landscape paintings, towns 
blitzed by bloody Norman battles and super-cool seaside resorts. There is so much to see 
and photograph and many exciting places visit in East Sussex. Kent is best known as the 
‘Garden of England’, a phrase first coined by Henry VIII. It claims to be the oldest county  
in England and contains some 17000 listed buildings. Kent is most famous for its 
oast-houses, having conical or pyramidal roofs. Kent is blessed with a spectacular coastline. 

The locations listed in the guide have been selected as popular areas to photograph.  
I have tried to be accurate with the postcodes but as many locations are rural,  
they are an approximation. They are not intended as an itinerary but as a starting point  
for a trigger-happy weekend. 

Many locations this year are run by the National Trust, English Heritage or RHS. It would  
be worth being members or going with a member so that the weekend can be enjoyed to the 
full. Prices listed are correct at time of publication, concession prices are in brackets

Please take care and be respectful of the landscape around you. If you intend climbing  
or doing any other dangerous activities, please go in pairs (at least). 
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Locations Map   Page

Whitstable 39 42

Hastings Port 21 24

Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway 29 32

Richborough Roman Fort 28 31

Scotney Castle 34 37

The Ghyll Waterfall 17 20

Bodium 6 9

Camber Sands 10 13

Sissinghurst Castle 36 39

Rye 30 33

Bewl Water 4 7

Cuckmere Haven 12 15

Leeds Castle 25 28

Battle 2 5

Deal and Walmer 13 16

Reculver Towers 27 30

Willsborough Windmill 40 43

Rye Harbour and Nature Reserve 31 34

Hastings 20 23

Birling Gap 5 8

Sheffield Park 35 38

Beachy Head 3 6

Wakehurst Place 38 41

Great Dixter 18 21

Botany & Kingsgate Bays 7 10

Brightling Follies 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d 11

St Thomas á Becket Church 37 40

Samphire Hoe 32 35

Folkstone 16 19

Woodfest and Country Fair 41 44

Memorial to the Few 26 29

Cliff End & Pett Level Beach 11 14

Canterbury 9 12

Also try...  45

High Weald AONB and Guestling Woods 23 26

Animal Parks 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d 4

Hever Castle 22 25

Goodnestone Park Gardens 19 22

Sandwich & Pegwell Bay 33 36

Kent & East Sussex Railway 24 27

Dungeness 15 18

Dover 14 17
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Animal parks
Map Ref 1 Postcode TN35 4HX

There are many animal parks in the area:

Howletts Wild Animal Park 1a 
The park is home to over 400 animals, including Kent’s only giant anteaters, the largest herd 
of African elephants in the UK, and gorillas, tigers, leopards and monkeys. 
Bekesbourne Lane, Bekesbourne, Canterbury CT4 5EL. 09:30 to 18:00, £18.35 (online). 

Wingham Wildlife Park 1b 
A family-owned park, with tigers, flamingos, bats and red pandas.  
Rusham Rd, Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1JL. 10:00 to 18:00, £18.00.

Wildwood Park 1c 
200 native animals set in 40 acres of beautiful ancient woodland. See Bears, Wolves, Arctic 
Foxes, Bison, Owls, Foxes, Red Squirrels, Wild Boar, Lynx, Wild Horses, Badgers, Beavers.
Canterbury Rd, Herne Common, Herne Bay CT6 7LQ. 10:00 to 18:00, £13.45.

Sandwich Wildlife Park 1d 
A unique park which is not open to walk in visits, however the animals can be met during 
special events and through close encounters by appointment only. 
166 Dover Rd, Sandwich CT13 0DD. sandwichwildlifepark.co.uk 

Howletts

Wingham

Wildwood

Sandwich



5

Battle
Map Ref 2 Postcode TN33 0AE

This market town grew up around Battle Abbey and takes its name from the famous battle 
between England’s would-be rulers William Duke of Normandy and the Saxon King Harold. 
On 14 October 1066, this area witnessed the most celebrated confrontation to take place on 
English soil – the Battle of Hastings. Following the battle William the Conqueror built Battle 
Abbey. The town subsequently spread beyond the Abbey walls and today offers a diverse 
mix of attractions, galleries and restaurants. Visible remains of the abbey church are mostly 
limited to the late 13th-century crypt. The remarkable vaulted ground-floor rooms below the 
dormitory give an impression of the quality of all the abbey buildings before they were ruined.
Nearby are an octagonal thatched Gothic dairy, built in 1818, and an underground ice house, 
both survivals of the abbey’s later life as a country house. Dominating the town is the great 
gatehouse of 1338 and its adjacent precinct wall.

The site of the Battle of Hastings is one of the least altered of medieval battlefields. The ridge 
was held by the Saxon army, with the Norman forces attacking from the south. The foundation 
of the abbey a few years later effectively preserved most of the battlefield.

Adult £12.30 (£11.10).

Large car park near entrance. Parking is £4.50 for the day or free of charge for English 
Heritage members. TN33 0AE.

English Heritage
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Beachy Head 
Map Ref 3 Postcode BN20 7YA

Beachy Head with its’ iconic, dramatic white chalk cliffs is the ‘eastern gateway’ to the South 
Downs National Park. The original Belle Tout lighthouse was built in 1832. Over the years, 
erosion of the cliff reduced the effectiveness of the light and in the late 1800s it was decided 
to build a new lighthouse at the base of the Beachy Head cliffs. It was built using a coffer 
dam which helped keep the groundworks protected during construction and materials were 
winched down in a large bucket. The lighthouse was first lit on the 2 October 1902.

The tower is made from granite and did not always have the red and white stripes. It was 
originally granite colour, then a black stripe was added and then finally it was painted red 
and white to make it more prominent as a day mark. The tower is 43m tall and has a range 
of 8 nautical miles. The Beachy Head lighthouse was electrified in 1920 and completely 
automated in 1983.

The car park is above the lighthouse or try the main car Beachy Head Rd, Eastbourne  
BN20 7YA, next to the Beachy Head visitor centre and pub. Pay and display with toilets.  
To access the lighthouse from the beach walk along from Birling Gap in the West or Cow Gap 
in the East. Starting from Birling Gap: park at the car park at the National Trust visitor centre  
at Birling Gap. Descend the stairs to the shingle beach to begin your 2 mile walk. Starting 
from Cow Gap: park at the Beachy Head Hotel and walk down to Cow Gap (0.5 mile), or park 
at top end of Dukes Drive (B2103) in Eastbourne and walk along to Cow Gap (1.2 miles) then 
descend the stairs to the beach. Check tide times before walking on the beach.
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Bewl Water 
Map Ref 4 Postcode TN3 8JH

Situated near the picturesque town of Lamberhurst and the beautiful Scotney Castle,  
Bewl Water is the largest stretch of open water in the South East. The 800 acre site is set  
in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, in the heart of the High Weald. Bewl Water offers  
a range of recreational activities to photograph, including fishing, cycling and boating.

Dragon Boat Festival is on 7 September 2019.

Crews of 16 paddlers (plus a drummer) race in Chinese-style Dragon Boats over  
a 250m course. Dragon Boat racing is steeped in mythology and has been around for  
many thousands of years in China. Popular legend has it that through the racing, Chinese 
dragons would bring rain. 

There is more to the Festival than the dragon boat races. The Bewl Water site that looks 
onto the water is full of tents and marquees with many running stalls selling cakes and other 
goodies, running competitions, and generally full to bursting with people in interesting and 
unusual fancy dress so lots to photograph!

Open at 08:00 and close 30 minutes before sunset. Parking £4.

Bewl Water Estate Office, Bewlbridge Lane, Lamberhurst, Kent, TN3 8JH. 01892 890000.
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Birling Gap 
Map Ref 5 Postcode BN20 0AB

The Birling Gap is a stunning shingle beach in the middle of the Seven Sisters. It is accessed 
via a metal viewing platform and steps. It’s the kind of place to make you feel humble and in 
awe at the power of nature and the sea. Coastal erosion is a big issue here – as much  
as 0.7 metres are eroded every year with frequent cliff falls. The visitor centre shows photos  
of the area in years past, and you can see the row of cottages perched on the edge of the cliff 
diminishing in number. When the tide is low, vast swathes of white chalk rock are exposed. 
Walk on the beach, looking at the rock pools, dodging the waves or marvel at the tall cliffs 
above. However, act sensibly and stay away from the cliff edge. It isn’t safe to sit or stand 
close to the edge of the cliffs as they may be unstable or undercut in places.

East Dean, near Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN20 0AB. 

Birling Gap car park is sign-posted from A259 at East Dean, between Seaford and 
Eastbourne. Pay and display: £1.50 for up to one hour, £3 for up to two hours,  
£5 for up to four hours or £10 all day. Free for NT members and blue badge holders.

National Trust



9

Bodium
Map Ref 6 Postcode TN32 5UA

Set in the heart of an historic landscape, with spiral staircases, battlements, a full moat and 
portcullis, 14th-century Bodiam Castle is one of Britain’s most picturesque and romantic 
ancient monuments. Windows where arrows were once loosed, a tower that was once  
a look-out and ruins that were once walked upon by knights; this is a place where you can 
let your imagination run riot. In the impressive gatehouse is the castle’s original wooden 
portcullis, an extremely rare example of its kind. The moat has an extensive stock of carp  
of various types and colours; very beautiful and fascinating. The well is also a fine feature and 
climbing the tower offer superb views. The whole estate and grounds are a nature reserve, 
with many birds, butterflies and bats.

Bodiam, Robertsbridge TN32 5UA. 09:45 to 17:30

Adult £9.80, NT members free. Entry to the grounds is included in our admission prices. 
Tickets must be purchased to enter the castle and/or the grounds. During peak periods 
access to the postern tower via a single spiral staircase is controlled. Main car park next  
to shop and tea room at bottom of site: £3.00 per car. NT members: Free.

National Trust
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Botany & Kingsgate Bays
Map Ref 7 Postcode CT10 3LG

Botany Bay is the most northerly of Broadstairs beaches, and perhaps the prettiest.  
This hidden gem offers stunning views of white cliffs and beautiful chalk stacks. When the  
tide is out, Botany bay is a great location for fossil hunting and exploring rock pools. 

Marine Drive, Broadstairs, CT10 3LG.

Kingsgate Bay is south of Botany Bay and has Some of the best examples of sea caves  
in the country can be found here. The sandy bay offers calm and seclusion, while sand  
is exposed at full tide, the beach does get cut off at both ends.

Whiteness Road, Broadstairs, CT10 3QH.

Botany Bay

Botany Bay

Botany Bay

Kingsgate Bay

Tide times
Friday
05:35 HIgh
11:29 Low
17:56 High

Saturday
12:37 Low
06:36 High
13:05 Low
19:07 High

Sunday
01:48 Low
07:56 High
14:28 Low
20:30 High

Monday
03:09 Low
09:10 High
15:56 Low
21:51 High

Tuesday
04:27 Low
10:19 High
17:14 Low
22:57 High
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Brightling Follies
Map Ref 8 Postcode TN32 5HH

The Fuller family were landowners at Brightling, East Sussex from the late 16th-Century 
onwards. John Fuller inherited the family fortune in 1777 at the age of 20 and served as 
Member of Parliament, as well as squire for the area around Brightling. He is said to have 
revelled in the name ‘Mad Jack Fuller’. During his life he paid for follies around Brightling.

The Tomb 8a: Robertsbridge TN32 5HH, park in the layby beside the village hall 
During his lifetime Jack arranged for the building of his own tomb in the shape of a Pyramid in 
the churchyard at Brightling.

The Temple 8b: Robertsbridge TN32 5HR 
This folly is not readily accessible to the visitor. It lies in the grounds of Brightling Park.

The Obelisk 8c: Robertsbridge TN32 5HL 
This is on Brightling Down, on the edge of the village and with views all around. 65 feet high,  
it is thought to have been built to commemorate the Battle of Waterloo in 1815.

The Sugar Loaf 8d: Woods Corner TN21 9LD, park in laybys on B2096, near The Swan 
(TN21 9LB). This lies a couple of miles from the village, on a hill ridge. There are several 
plausible reasons given for its existence – one being that it was as a result of a wager.

There is also a tower, taken from Bodium Castle and an Observatory (private residence).

Tomb

Temple

Sugar Loaf

Obelisk
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Canterbury
Map Ref 9 Postcode CT1 2BZ

Canterbury is designated a UNESCO world heritage site. Many medieval buildings feature 
in its makeup, with the cathedral lying at the heart of the city. The cathedral is the site of the 
shrine of Thomas Becket and the seat of the Archbishop. The spectacular building houses 
a Romanesque crypt, a perpendicular nave and beautiful medieval stained glass windows. 
Canterbury Cathedral, CT1 2EH.

St Augustine’s abbey was originally created as a burial place for the Anglo-Saxon  
kings of Kent, it is part of the Canterbury World Heritage Site, along with the cathedral and  
St Martin’s Church. The impressive abbey is situated outside the city walls. Longport, CT1 1PF.

Enjoy spectacular views of the city whilst standing on top of the Westgate Towers,  
the largest surviving medieval gateway in England. St Peter’s Street, CT1 2BQ.

Parking Castle Street Multi-Storey car park CT1 2QD or Castle Row CT1 2PT or  
9 Pound Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BZ.

Blean woods is an ancient woodland run by the RSPB not far from Cantebury, CT2 9DB.

Cathedral

Canterbury

River Stour

Blean Woods
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Camber Sands 
Map Ref 10 Postcode TN31 7SB

Camber Sands is a vast sandy beach at the easternmost end of East Sussex, near Rye 
and is the only sand dune system in the county. It is a huge open space, very popular with 
windsurfers and kite-boarders. Kite launches are only allowed in the designated area at the 
eastern end of the beach near the Jury’s Gap car park.

Western car park, Camber, Rye TN31 7RB. Central car park, Old Lydd Rd, Camber,  
Rye TN31 7RH. Jury’s Gap car park, is on Old Lydd road Camber, Rye TN31 7SB.  
All pay and display.
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Cliff End & Pett Level Beach
Map Ref 11 Postcode TN35 4EH

Cliff End at Fairlight marks the point where Pett Level starts. On the beach, below the cliffs, 
you can see millions of years of geological and natural history all within the same area with 
fossil evidence and footprints of dinosaurs. This stretch of cliffs all the way west to Hastings 
is highly unstable, and is slowly falling into the sea. Great fissures run up and along them, 
which are easily widened by plant roots, rain water and the endless work of the sea. On Pett 
Level beach a sunken forest can be seen at low tide and is thought to be at least 6,000 years 
old – a relic of when sea levels were about 30m lower than today. Its’ spongy tree roots and 
branches emerge from beneath heaps of sand, rocks, barnacles and mussels when the 
tide goes out. Also great for rock pools and modern deposits such an axle and wheel stuck 
between rocks. Behind the beach Pett level offers more landscape and wildlife opportunities.

Park in layby on Pett Level Road near St Nicholas Church TN35 4EH or next to the Red Pig 
Food Truck, 4 Pett Level Rd, Hastings TN35 4EL.

Tide times
Friday
04:36 Low
11:23 High
05:02 Low
22:56 High

Saturday
05:37 Low
12:20 High
18:05 Low

Sunday
01:00 High
06:49 Low
13:35 High
19:26 Low

Monday
02:16 High
08:18 Low
14:57 High
21:16 Low

Tuesday
03:36 High
09:38 Low
16:18 High
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Cuckmere Haven 
Map Ref 12 Postcode BN25 4AD

Cuckmere Haven is an area of flood plains where the river Cuckmere meets the English 
Channel. It has a shingle beach with magnificent views of the Seven Sisters chalk cliffs.  
The beach is split in two where the river meets the sea and you can access it from either side: 
follow the path alongside the river from the Seven Sisters Country Park or park at South Hill 
Barn, Seaford, and walk 10 minutes to the beach. The 360 degree views along the way are 
beautiful. The Seven Sisters cliffs are made of chalk that formed where the South Downs meet 
the sea. The cliffs are receding at about 30–40cm each year on average. The process  
is intermittent with major falls occurring after heavy rain or rough seas.

Seven Sisters Country Park is situated at Exceat, near Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 4AD.  
Car parks are locked overnight. They open at 07:00 all year round but the closure times vary 
with the seasons and are displayed on site – please take note before leaving your vehicle. 
£3.00 for up to 2 hours. £4.00 for the day. The machines take cards and coins but not notes.
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Deal and Walmer 
Map Ref 13 Postcode CT14 7BA (Deal), CT14 7LJ (Walmer)

Deal is a pretty seaside town. The unspoilt seafront is a collection of quaint fishermen 
cottages and smart Georgian town houses, with nautical names and characterful brass  
door knockers, complemented by fishing boats hauled up onto the shingle beach.  
The Timeball Tower was designed to drop at 13:00 to give an accurate time check  
to shipping. Deal Pier is a local landmark offering excellent views and a glass-walled  
café-bar at the end. Pier open 08:00 to 22:00. Parking is available along the seafront,  
or 24 Park St, Deal CT14 6AQ, or 25 Broad St, Deal CT14 6ES.

Built by the order of King Henry VIII Deal Castle is one of the finest Tudor artillery castles  
in England, and the most elaborate of a chain of coastal forts, which also includes Calshot, 
Camber, Walmer and Pendennis Castles. Explore the whole castle, from storerooms to the 
captain’s residence, the defences and the rounded bastions. Deal Castle, Marine Road, Deal, 
Kent, CT14 7BA. English Heritage. Free to members £7.60 (£6.80) if not. Parking is available 
next to the castle. £1.10 per hour, with a maximum stay of 3 hoursk. Charge is refunded upon 
entry to the castle.

Originally a Tudor fortress, Walmer Castle evolved into a stately-home for the Lords 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, and became the residence of famous names from the Duke  
of Wellington to Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. Walmer Castle, Kingsdown Road, Deal, 
Kent, CT14 7LJ. English Heritage. Free to members £12.20 (£11.00) if not.

There is a popular walk between Walmer and Deal along the coast path.

English Heritage (castles)

Deal

Deal Castle

Walmer Castle

Deal Pier



17

Dover
Map Ref 14 Postcode CT17 9DZ

Dover Sea Safaris 
White Cliffs, Goodwin Sands, Seal sanctury, and Maunsel Forts. £35-£80 per person 
depending on trip. Pre-booking esssential. See www.doverseasafari.co.uk/dover-explorer-
boat-trips for details.

Western Heights 
Built during the Napoleonic Wars, the vast defences on the cliff-side were designed to protect 
from invasion. Drop Redoubt fort and the Citadel are linked by dry moats. The Western 
Heights Preservation Society host an open weekend during KitKat. Experience Napoleonic 
life with re-enactments, period costumes, cannons and displays. Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 
September, 10:00 to 17:00, £5. Drop Redoubt Road, CT17 9DZ. Park on Drop Redoubt Road, 
on North Military Road next to the Detached Bastion, and St Martin’s Battery (South Military 
Road, CT17 9DY). The exterior and moat is free to visit during any reasonable daylight hours.

Dover Castle 
Iconic fortress commanding the gateway to the realm for nine centuries. Climb the Great 
Tower, explore medieval interiors and visit Secret Wartime Tunnel. Castle Hill, CT16 1HU. 
English Heritage. Free parking. Entrance £20.90 (£18.80). 

Banksy Mural and Port of Dover 
The mural appeared on Sunday 8 May 2017 and can be seen from the A20 as you approach 
The Port of Dover. Park in Albany Place, CT17 9AS.

Preservation Society

Dover Castle

Banksy Mural

Grand Shaft

English Heritage (castles)
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Dungeness 
Map Ref 15 Postcode TN29 9NB

Dungeness is a headland formed largely of a flint shingle beach. It shelters a large area  
of low-lying land, Romney Marsh, and is the Uk’s only desert. The area contains by two 
nuclear power stations, two lighthouses, lifeboat station, RSPB Nature Reserve, Sound 
mirrors (Denge, TN28 8SA) and the end of the line for the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch 
Railway. There is a scattered collection of dwellings; some built around old railway coaches.
The area is an important ecological site with flora and fauna unique to its shingle and  
is home to 600 species of plants. It is also one of the best places in Britain to find moths, 
bees, beetles and spiders. The flooded gravel pits on Denge Beach, both brackish and fresh 
water, provide an important refuge for many migratory and coastal bird species.

Dungeness is a private estate and a National Nature Reserve. Commercial photography must 
obtain the permission of the Trustees and agree the details beforehand but as we are taking 
photographs as a hobby, permission is not necessary.

Parking can be found along Dungeness road and beside the two lighthouses. As far as I can 
make out from Google Maps, there are no charges. 
Old lighthouse, Dungeness Rd, TN29 9NB 
RH&DR Station, TN29 9NA 
Britannia Inn, Dungeness Rd, TN29 9ND 
Dungeness Fish Hut (for images of the shacks), Dungeness Rd, TN29 9NE 
RSPB, Boulderwell Farm, Dungeness Rd, Romney Marsh TN29 9PN

Sound Mirrors
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Folkstone 
Map Ref 16 Postcode CT20 1QH

Much of the old downtown core has been transformed into the Creative Quarter populated  
by artists, trendy shops, art galleries, cafés, and restaurants. The Church of St. Mary and  
St. Eanswythe, Old High Street (CT20 1RN), is worth visiting for its stained glass window 
showing William Harvey, born 1578, who discovered the body’s circulatory system.  
The elegant residential area known as The Leas has attractive squares and gardens dating 
from 1843. The Grade II Listed Leas Lift, installed 1885, is a funicular railway between the 
seafront and the promenade. It is one of the oldest water lifts in the UK. The zig zag path  
is a fascinating experience, taking you from the elegance of The Leas down to the Coastal 
Park, finishing near the ampitheatre.

Folkstone habour, built 1840s, is reputedly great for a sunrise shot (Trevor Fentiman, 
Faversham Camera Club). Trevor also recommends the fish and chips at the harbour.

The Harbour Arm is now known for eclectic range of food outlets, housed in the old 
platform buildings and additional shipping containers. Notably, a champagne bar is in the 
Grade II listed lighthouse at the pier head. The Grade II listed brick Viaduct and Swing 
Bridge once brought trains to meet the ferries; a new landscaped linear park and walkway 
now follows the tracks to connect the town to the harbour.

Harbour Arm car park, Harbour Approach Rd, Folkestone CT20 1QH 
Tram road car park, Folkestone CT20 1QP

Harbour Arm

Leas Lift

Creative Quarter

Harbour

Renovated station
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The Ghyll
Map Ref 17 Postcode TN37 7HF

The Ghyll, a stream with a waterfall, running in a hidden valley between Old Roar Road and 
Ghyllside Avenue. The ancient river system cut a deep valley into the landscape, creating  
an eco-system rich in flora and fauna. A stream now runs along the bottom and the steep 
banks are populated by 500 year old ancient woodland trees, stretching their branches  
up to the sky. With only a few gaps in the canopy, the area is constantly shaded, damp and 
humid, creating an unusual eco-system. Experiencing only a small temperature range, the 
environment is sheltered on a frosty night or a hot day giving rise to an interesting variety  
of plant-life including long-established mosses, lichen, ferns and bracket fungi. It provides  
a safe haven for all kinds of insects, birds and animals, especially as no herbicides, 
pesticides or chemicals have been used here.

Part of Old Roar Gill & Coronation Wood Local Nature Reserve, a deeply cut, narrow wooded 
valley running along the upper reaches of Alexandra Park.

Best access is via a walkway between nos: 19/21 Ghyllside Ave and head south towards 
Coronation Woods and the Buckshole reservoir. 

3 Penhurst Close, Hastings, Saint Leonards-on-sea, TN37 7HF.
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Great Dixter
Map Ref 18 Postcode TN31 6PH

Great Dixter was the family home of gardener and gardening writer Christopher Lloyd –  
it was the focus of his energy and enthusiasm and fuelled over 40 years of books and 
articles. Now under the stewardship of Fergus Garrett and the Great Dixter Charitable Trust, 
Great Dixter is a historic house, a garden, a centre of education, and a place of pilgrimage 
for horticulturists from across the world. Great Dixter is made up of three houses, one built 
here in the 15th-century, the second a yeoman’s house built in the early 16th century and the 
third combines the two with additional accommodation, completed in 1912. The extensive, 
colourful gardens lie all around the house: Make a circuit of the gardens and you have made 
a circuit of the house exterior. Each has good views of the other. Lloyd and Lutyens began the 
garden at Great Dixter, but it was Lloyd’s son Christopher Lloyd, a well known garden writer 
and television personality, who made it famous. The garden is in the arts and crafts style, and 
features topiary, a long border, an orchard and a wild flower meadow. The planting is profuse, 
yet structured, and has featured many bold experiments of form, colour and combination.

Northiam, Rye, TN31 6PH. Great Dixter House and Gardens is located in Northiam, 
approximately half a mile off of the A28, which runs through the village. Follow the brown 
tourist signs. 11:00 to 17:00. House and Gardens £12.00. Gardens only £10.00.
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Goodnestone Park Gardens
Map Ref 19 Postcode CT3 1PL

Goodnestone Park Gardens is a peaceful and romantic garden with connections to Jane 
Austen. The palladian house was built in 1704 by Brook Bridges, 1st Baronet. His grandson, 
Brook Bridges’ daughter, Elizabeth, married Jane Austen’s brother, and Austen visited them 
on the estate regularly. There is a beautifully kept 17th-century walled garden, an 18th-century 
landscape park, 20th-century woodland, a Milennium parterre, and a gravel garden.  
The overall impression is that you have stepped into the very heart of rural England,  
complete with an unsuspected walled kitchen garden covering several acres has been  
turned almost entirely into a flower garden. 

In September look for the hydrangeas in the woodland garden, autumn foliage and flowering 
trees, Michaelmas daisies, perennial grasses.

Goodnestone, Kent, CT3 1PL. 11:00 to 17:00. £7.
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Hastings
Map Ref 20 Postcode TN34 1JG

Hastings Castle (TN34 3JL) is Britain’s first Norman castle, built by William the Conqueror 
in 1067. Today only half of the original structure survives; the east gate and east wall which 
served as the foundation for the two towers, can still be seen. Hastings Castle sits on top  
of the West Hill overlooking the old town of Hastings with breathtaking views of the Hastings 
coastline. Castle £5.10, (£4.50). There is also the ‘Smugglers Adventure’ to explore the 
netowrk of caves in under the old town.

Waldegrave Memorial Drinking Fountain (TN34 1HL). Victorian gothic fountain.

Hastings pier (TN34 1JY) is a pleasure pier striding out over Hastings beach and free  
to walk on! The views are great even on a rainy and dull day. There are stalls and a restaraunt.

White Rock Theatre (TN34 1JX).

Bottle Alley (TN37 6BZ) is a double-deck promenade built in the 1930s. The alley is half 
a mile long from the Pier to Warrior Square gardens and features many panels of different 
coloured glass. It was transformed in 2017 with the installation of new multi-coloured 
programmable lighting, lit from 19:30 to 21:30 every day depending on the time of year.

Parking: Carlisle Parade, Hastings TN34 3AD or 39 St Margaret’s Rd, Hastings,  
Saint Leonards-on-sea TN37 6EH or 4 Carlisle Parade, Hastings TN34 1JG.

Bottle Alley

Hastings Pier

Bottle Alley

Hastings Castle
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Hastings Port
Map Ref 21 Postcode TN34 3DW

Boats have worked from the beach in front of the ancient town for over a thousand years, 
supplying Hastings with its basic industry and main tourist attraction. The Hastings 
Fishermen’s Protection Society preserves the fishing community’s medieval right to carry  
on using that beach – known as The Stade – for ever, free of charge. There are more than 
25 boats, the largest beach-launched fishing fleet in Britain. When boats come ashore, 
usually in the late morning, they unload their fish in boxes onto carts, which are then wheeled 
to the market. Look inside the market hall if the big blue doors on the east or west side are 
open. Upstairs is a public café with spectacular sea views and good fishy meals. Don’t miss 
the net shops: tall black wooden sheds which were built to provide a weather-proof store 
for the fishing gear made from natural materials to prevent them from rotting in wet weather. 
These are unique to Hastings. The sheds were originally built on posts to allow the sea  
to go underneath, however more shingle has built up and the sea no longer reaches the huts.

There are many other interesting places to visit near the Stade, including the Shipwreck 
Heritage Centre, the East Hill Cliff Railway, the Lifeboat Station, the Coastguard 
Station, Flamingo Amusement park, Rock-a-Nore beach and access to the 
Country Park.

Parking for The Stade TN34 3DW. As far as I understand, the public if free to wander around 
the beach and fleet. They often launch towards the early evening. 

East Hill Cliff Railway, Rock-A-Nore Rd, Hastings TN34 3EG.

Beach Launch

Lifeboat

East Hill

Net Shops
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Hever Castle 
Map Ref 22 Postcode TN8 7NG

Experience 700 years of history at the romantic double-moated castle, once the childhood 
home of Anne Boleyn. The splendid rooms contain fine furniture, tapestries and antiques. 
Hever Castle boasts two puzzle mazes in its stunning grounds: a historic English Yew Maze 
and a splashing Water Maze. The gardens are set in 125 acres with the Pompeiian Wall and 
classical statuary in the Italian Garden. Admire the giant topiary chess set and inhale the 
fragrance of over 4,000 rose bushes in the quintessential English Rose Garden. The Italian 
Loggia and Japanese Tea House folly provide wonderful views of the lake. At the foot of the 
lake there are three second world war pill boxes built to defend a key crossing point on the 
River Eden. There is a Craft Fair at the Castle from 5–8 September with around 120 exhibitors 
of designer makers and contemporary artists.

Hever Castle & Gardens, Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG. 01732 865224. 10:30 to 18:00.

There are two types of ticket available: Castle & Gardens and Gardens Only. Tickets can  
be purchased cheaper online but online tickets cannot be purchased on the day of your visit. 
Hever Castle & Gardens is an RHS partner garden with free entry to the gardens for RHS 
members (one member only per policy).

Online: gardens only £17.75 (£15.60).

RHS
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High Weald AONB & Guestling Woods
Map Ref 23 Postcode TN35 4HX

The High Weald 23a is a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty north  
of Hastings. A medieval landscape of mysterious woodlands and fern-clad streams, sunken 
lanes created by Saxon drovers and Tudor ironmasters, intriguing timber-framed buildings, 
rare species in wildlife-rich field boundaries and the legendary Ashdown Forest – the South 
East’s largest area of heathland.

Ashdown Forest centre, Colemans Hatch Rd, Forest Row RH18 5JP 
Pooh Sticks Bridge, Hartfield TN7 4DN 
Eridge Rocks, car park on the A26 at Eridge Green. 
Harrisons Rocks, Birchden Wood, Groombridge TN3 9NH 
Sunken lane: Bateman’s Lane, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7DT. Park on the main  
A265 road near the service station. Rudyard Kipling’s house Bateman’s, at the bottom  
of this steep lane.

Guestling Wood 23b is an ancient woodland of mainly Sweet Chestnut coppice 
interspersed with some large Oak trees. Part of the wood is managed by the Woodland Trust 
and the walk passes coppiced clearings, where timber has been cut for fencing. 

Car park is located at 2 Watermill Lane, TN35 4HX.

Guestling Woods

High Weald

Harrisons Rocks

Guestling Woods
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Kent & East Sussex Railway
Map Ref 24 Postcode TN30 6HE

Celebrating the Hop history of Bodiam, HopFest runs on 7 and 8 September. Heritage 
steam trains will be running each day through the beautiful Wealden countryside between 
Tenterden and Bodiam stations with trains every 45 minutes.

Take a walk through the Hop Gardens and try your hand at picking hops before taking  
a peek inside a recreated ‘Hoppers’ Hut’. There will also be a selection of heritage vehicles  
on display and vintage stalls selling souvenirs. The licensed ‘Hoppers Bar’ features a range  
of locally brewed real ales and the popular Hoppers Kitchen will be serving the very best  
in railway tea and scrummy homemade cakes! Each year special trains were run to the  
Kent & East Sussex Railway from London to take the hop-pickers from the East End  
of London, to Kent & East Sussex.

Tenterden Town Station, Station Rd, Tenterden TN30 6HE. £18.  
Trains do not run on Friday or Monday.
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Leeds Castle
Map Ref 25 Postcode ME17 1RG

With 500 acres of beautiful parkland and formal gardens, daily activities, free flying falconry 
displays, spectacular events, special tours and year round attractions, Leeds Castle is one  
of the best days out in Kent. Leeds Castle has been a Norman stronghold; the private 
property of six of England’s medieval queens; a palace used by Henry VIII and his first wife 
Catherine of Aragon; a Jacobean country house; a Georgian mansion; an elegant early  
20th-century retreat for the influential and famous.

Free flying displays take place in the Falconry Arena in front of the Maze at 14:00.  
The displays last up to 40 minutes and features a range of birds including hawks,  
vultures, falcons and owls.  

Join the Leeds Castle Rangers for an enlightening evening of bats and other nocturnal 
creatures. Discover five species of bats that live at Leeds Castle and see the castle and 
grounds at night. Bat Walk take place on Saturday 7 September from 19:00 to 20:30,  
£10, book in advance.

Entry to the castle and grounds is £25 (£23) if bought online.
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Memorial to the Few 
Map Ref 26 Postcode CT18 7JJ

On 12 August 1940, Pilot Officer Page was shot down and baled out into the sea with terrible 
burns. He went on to become a founding member of the Guinea Pig Club for RAF personnel 
treated at the Queen Victoria Hospital by the team of plastic surgeons led by Archie McIndoe.

Geoffrey returned to operational flying, becoming a wing leader ,and was credited with having 
destroyed 15 enemy aircraft. His determination that ‘The Few’ should be remembered found  
a focus at ‘Hellfire Corner’, the area of Dover and Folkestone where the fighting had taken 
place in 1940. On 9 July 1993, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother opened the 
National Memorial at Capel-le-Ferne. The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust extends a warm 
welcome to those who wish to show their respects to the heroes of the Battle of Britain by 
visiting this unique site of pilgrimage. The National Memorial to the Few is a peaceful space, 
ideal for quiet reflection, atop the famous White Cliffs and offering superb views across the 
Channel to France. The central statue of a lone pilot is complemented by the Christopher 
Foxley-Norris Memorial Wall.

The Memorial is free to visit, though there is a small parking charge. The Scramble Experience 
entrance fee, is open from 10:00 to 17:00. The site is approached from either Dover  
or Folkestone on the B2011 at Capel le Ferne. Postcode CT18 7JJ.



30

Reculver Towers
Map Ref 27 Postcode CT1 2BZ

The imposing twin towers of the medieval church at Reculver dominate the skyline of Herne 
Bay. This was the site of one of the earliest Roman forts built against Saxon raids. It later 
became an Anglo-Saxon monastery before becoming the parish church for Reculver.  
Much of the site has been lost to coastal erosion, but alongside the twin towers are the ruined 
remains of the early Roman fort. Reculver really is a wonderful site to explore, with so much  
to offer the photographer, from landscapes and rock-pool close-ups, to butterflies, flowers 
and birds. Either end of the day will provide innumerable opportunities. The sun rises directly 
next to the towers in September, which are then illuminated by the setting sun later in the day. 
Try the beach (low-tide) prior to sunset among the rock pools, shooting towards the towers. 
As sunset turns to the blue of twilight, walk to the opposite side and use the outflow  
to provide foreground interest.

The car park (CT6 6SU) is on the sea front, and you can even capture the towers and beach 
below from the car park.

Sunset

Sunset

Sunrise and outflow

Tide times
Friday
12:02 High
18:19 Low

Saturday
12:34 Low
06:54 High
13:00 Low
19:23 High

Sunday
01:40 Low
08:07 High
14:22 Low
20:45 High

Monday
03:02 Low
09:31 High
15:51 Low
22:09 High

Tuesday
04:23 Low
10:43 High
17:10 Low
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Richborough Roman Fort
Map Ref 28 Postcode CT13 9JW

Evocatively sited amid the East Kent marshes, Richborough is a symbolically important of all 
Roman sites in Britain, witnessing both the beginning and almost the end of Roman rule here. 
Explore the huge stone walls which mark the site of this Saxon Shore fortress. Richborough 
was once the busy entrance port to the Roman province of Britannia, and the site of a huge 
monumental arch built to celebrate the triumph of Rome. The foundations of this monument 
can still be seen as can many other phases of building inside the walls of the later Fort. 

Richborough Rd, Sandwich CT13 9JW. Free car park. The entrance to the site is down  
a narrow path and across the grass. 10:00 to 18:00. £6.80 (£6.10), free for members.

English Heritage
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r = Request Stop OnlyNEW ROMNEY “a” for train arrivals
NEW ROMNEY“d” for train departures

Hythe 
Dymchurch
St Mary’s  Bay
New Romney d
Romney Sands
Dungeness

10.00
10.15
10.32

10.30
10.50

11.08
11.18
11.35

11.10
11.30
r11.35
11.48
11.58
12.15

12.10
12.30
r12.35
12.48
12.58
  1.15

  1.10
  1.30
 r1.35
  1.48
  1.58
  2.15

  2.10
  2.30
 r2.35
  2.48
  2.58
  3.15

  3.10
  3.30
 r3.35
  3.48
  3.58
  4.15

  4.10
  4.30
 r4.35
  4.48
  4.58
  5.15

  5.10
  5.30
 r5.35
  5.45

  5.55
 r6.10
 r6.15
  6.25

Dungeness  
Romney Sands
New Romney d
St Mary’s  Bay
Dymchurch
Hythe

09.35

09.50
10.12

10.15
r10.23
10.30
10.52

10.40
10.58
11.15
r11.23
11.30
11.52

11.40
11.58
12.15
r12.23
12.30
12.52

12.40
12.58
  1.15
 r1.23
  1.30
  1.52

  1.40
  1.58
  2.15
 r2.23
  2.30
  2.52

  2.40
  2.58
  3.15
 r3.23
  3.30
  3.52

  3.40
  3.58
  4.15
 r4.23
  4.30
  4.52

  4.40
  4.58
  5.15
 r5.23
  5.30
  5.50

  5.17
  5.35
  5.44

Green Timetable 2019

r = Request Stop Only

NEW ROMNEY “a” for train arrivals
NEW ROMNEY“d” for train departures

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway 
Map Ref 29 Postcode CT21 6LD www.rhdr.org.uk

Known as ‘Kent’s mainline in miniature’, the world-famous one-third full size steam and  
diesel locomotives power their way along the 13.5 miles of track from Hythe, terminating  
in Dungeness (see page 15). With four stations in between, all within walking distance  
of a beach, the railway provides an opportunity to explore this coast, wildlife, medieval 
churches and iconic lighthouses that sit alongside the tracks. The station at Hythe is on the 
banks of the Royal Military Canal and retains the central locomotive shunting line. It is worth 
watching the locomotive reverse down the line and marshal itself onto the turntable, ready for 
the journey back. The RH&DR began running to Dungeness in 1928 where old railway are the 
cottages that have been made from old carriages. For our weekend, the railway will  
be running the green timetable: see below.

New Romney Station TN28 8PL. 01797 362 353

Hythe Station CT21 6LD. Good free car parking. Platforms are covered and passengers 
can wait in the booking hall. There are also toilets.

Dungeness station stands under the old lighthouse, at the end of the Dungeness Estate 
road.End of the Line restaurant, Ales by the Rails (seasonal), picnic tables and toilets, along 
with free parking. Follow signposts in Lydd to Dungeness TN29 9NA.

New Romney to Dungeness. 30 minute trip. £10.00 return, concession £9 return. 
Romney Rover. Hop on and off at each of our stations for a day and includes entry to the 
Model Railway Exhibition at New Romney Station. £18.60 (£16.60). 
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Rye 
Map Ref 30 Postcode TN31 7AN

In the centuries before the Tudor Kings of England first developed a standing navy, the men 
and ships of the Cinque Ports provided a fleet to meet the military and transportation needs  
of their Royal masters. With good reason, these small ports have been dubbed the ‘Cradle  
of the Royal Navy’. Rye is one of these historic Cinque Port town and has a very distinctive 
and beautiful skyline as it rises above the marsh in its fortified hill top setting. The cobbled 
lanes of the town are lined with medieval, half-timbered houses. With names like Watchbell 
Lane, Mermaid Street and Wish Street you can’t fail to be enchanted by a town that 
time seems to have passed by. I have been recommended Rye streets particularly after the 
rain or at night. The redbrick Lamb House was once owned by writer Henry James. Nearby, 
the tower of the Norman St. Mary’s Church overlooks the town (fabulous views over the 
marsh over terracotta roofs and ancient cobbled streets). The 14th-century Ypres Tower, 
which formed part of Rye’s defences, is now Rye Castle Museum, with paintings and displays  
on local history. 

Rye Windmill, Ferry Rd, TN31 7DW.

St Mary’s Church is open from 9am to 5.30pm and is free to enter. The Tower is £3.50. 

Parking: Lucknow Place, Fishmarket Road TN31 7LP or Cinque Ports Street TN31 7AN.

Rye

View from St Mary’s Church

Ypres Tower

Lamb House

Rye Windmill
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Rye Harbour & Nature Reserve 
Map Ref 31 Postcode Winchelsea TN36 4LU or Rye TN31 7TT

Rye Nature Reserve showcases wildlife in a mosaic of coastal habitats – shingle, 
saltmarsh, saline lagoons, coastal grazing marsh, freshwater gravel pits and reedbeds. 
September is a good month to see the autumn migration. There will be large increases  
of species such as yellow wagtail, wheatear, linnets, meadow pipit and skylark – and these 
attract merlin. From early in the month wildfowl such as wigeon, teal and pintail arrive. Greylag 
and Canada geese numbers will increase to several hundred. You may also see a short-eared 
owl. On sunny days watch common lizards, grass snakes and marsh frogs sunbathing. The 
migrant hawker dragonfly is an autumn species, along with the smaller common and ruddy 
darters. Butterflies include small tortoiseshell, red admiral, small copper, painted lady and 
meadow brown. Look for wasp spiders in the grass. There is a birdwatching hide overlooking 
the water near the castle, and a viewpoint overlooking the reedbeds at the northern end.
Henry VIII’s Camber Castle lies within the nature reserve between Rye and Winchelsea. 
It was originally located overlooking the shallow sea on a shingle spit. The nature reserve 
manages access to Camber Castle. Open to the public on 7 September, 14:00 for a guided 
tour. Walk to the castle and admission is £3 adults, £1.50 concessions. There is a network of 
public paths that lead to the nature reserve. Postcode for start of walk to castle is TN31 7TD. 
There are many World War Two pillboxes hidden in and around the nature reserve,  
but the two at the mouth of the river Rother are the most obvious. 

Rye Harbour is a picturesque village and moorings. It has a busy yachting centre, a fishing 
fleet and a lifeboat station. Harbour Road, Rye TN31 7TY.
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Samphire Hoe 
Map Ref 32 Postcode CT17 9FL

Samphire Hoe is an outstanding nature reserve. It is a new piece of land created during the 
construction of the Channel Tunnel. Samphire Hoe covers a 30-hectare site at the foot of the 
famous Shakespeare Cliff, between Dover and Folkestone: a stunning location for scenery, 
walks, wildflowers, birds, sea angling and picnics. And the further you go from the car park, 
the wilder the site becomes.

7am until dusk every day of the year. Samphire Hoe is signposted off the Dover to Folkestone 
carriageway of the A20. You access Samphire Hoe through a traffic light controlled tunnel in 
the cliff. Use postcode: CT17 9FL. There is a recommended walking route signposted ‘Front 
path’ and ‘West shore’. The site office provides toilet facilities.
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Sandwich & Pegwell Bay Nature Reserve
Map Ref 33 Postcode CT12 5JB

The coastal haven of Sandwich & Pegwell Bay National Nature Reserve is Kent Wildlife Trust’s 
largest reserve, and of international importance for its bird populations. Listen to the rolling 
waves on the sand and shingle, breathe in the saline scents of the saltmarsh, and watch the 
wonderful wildlife this very important and sensitive National Nature Reserve has to offer. There 
are grazing animals such as highland cattle, occasionally konik horses.

Autumn sees the influx of the waders and waterfowl, feeding on the saltmarsh, recuperating 
from their long migration journeys ready for the winter. Seals can be viewed from the end of 
Stonelees after walking through Pegwell Bay Country Park.

Pegwell Bay Country Park, Sandwich Road, Ramsgate, CT12 5JB. OS Map TR 341 632. 
Sandwich Bay, Sandwich CT13 9PL.

Pegwell Bay Country Park £1.30, £2 weekends. Sandwich Bay has a toll gate – £7 per car. 
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Scotney Castle 
Map Ref 34 Postcode TN3 8JN

Scotney Castle is a 14th century moated fairytale castle set in 770 acres of wooded estate. 
Using the quaint moated castle as the romantic focal point, Edward Hussey III planned the 
garden and landscape in the 1830s in the picturesque style and commissioned Anthony 
Salvin to build a new mansion house in a commanding position from which to enjoy his 
creation. The walled garden is an unusual octagonal shape. The parkland is grade one listed, 
full of magnificent veteran trees and offers great views of the old castle, garden and mansion. 
The woodlands are characteristic of the Wealden landscape. They boast connections with 
wood-pasture, charcoal production and the once lucrative hop industry. The tenant farmer still 
grows, picks and dries hops at Little Scotney Farm.

Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells. 10:00 to 17:00. House and garden £14.20 + £3.00 parking 
unless a National Trust member. Use TN3 8JN and once you are on the A21 please follow the 
brown tourist information signs for Scotney Castle.

National Trust
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Sheffield Park
Map Ref 35 Postcode TN22 3QX

The garden is a horticultural work-of-art formed through centuries of landscape design, 
with influences of ‘Capability’ Brown and Humphry Repton. Four lakes form the heart of the 
garden, with paths circulating through the glades and wooded areas surrounding them. Each 
owner has left their impression, which can still be seen today in the layout of the lakes, the 
construction of Pulham Falls, the planting of Palm Walk and the many different tree and shrub 
species from around the world. The historic parkland forms a larger footprint for the Sheffield 
Park estate. Dating back several centuries, it has had many uses including a deer park and 
WWII camp, and is now grazed with livestock. The River Ouse runs across the bottom of the 
parkland and the original meanders are still visible winding across the meadow. This area has 
been transformed into a wildlife haven and is home to a diverse range of species including 
kingfishers, birds of prey, butterflies, and dragonflies.

Sheffield Park, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 3QX. 

Located midway between East Grinstead and Lewes, 5 miles north-west of Uckfield, on the 
east side of A275 (between A272 and A22).

Free parking.

National Trust
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Sissinghurst Castle and Garden
Map Ref 36 Postcode TN17 2AB

National Trust

This famous 20th-century garden is a series of ten smaller ‘garden rooms’, each uniquely 
different from the others. Vita Sackville-West, the poet and writer, began transforming 
Sissinghurst Castle in the 1930s with her husband, Harold Nicolson. Harold’s architectural 
planning of the garden rooms, and the colourful, abundant planting in the gardens by Vita, 
reflect the romance and intimacy of her poems and writings.

Situated one mile east of Sissinghurst village on Biddenden Road, off A262. Keep a look out 
for brown signs (sat nav may take you to the wrong address). Castle is on the left if coming 
from Sissinghurst village and on the right if coming from Biddenden and Headcorn.  
Parking: £3 non-members, 

Biddenden Road, near Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 2AB. 

National Trust
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St Thomas á Becket Church 
Map Ref 37 Postcode TN29 9RY

The mediaeval churches of Romney Marsh were built by the lords of the manor on the Marsh 
to serve the communities. Although the population of the area was never high, the churches 
were often on a large scale to reflect the importance of the parish or the importance of the 
patron. By far the most photogenic is St Thomas à Becket Church which stands alone in 
a field on the Marsh, surrounded by water courses and sheep. Fairfield, the village it once 
served has disappeared, but the church survived and is part of the parish of Brookland, 
Brenzett and Snargate. A simple structure of timber was built around 1200 as a temporary 
measure. In the 18th-century, the timber building was encased within brick walls, and the roof 
covered with red tiles. The inside of the church is also Georgian, with a three decker pulpit, 
box pews and texts boards. The pews are still painted white with black linings. This iconic 
church has often been used as a filming location, including Great Expectations 2012 film.

St Thomas á Becket, TN29 9RY. Roadside parking after the turning for Brack Lane. The 
church is kept locked. The key can be obtained from Becket Barn Farm, Fairfield, TN29 9RZ, 
which is on the opposite side of the road a few hundred yards to the west of the church.

See also St Eanswith, Snave, Romney Marsh TN29 0BL and St Dunstan, Snargate, Romney 
Marsh TN29 0EW and Midley Church ruin which can be accessed via a public footpath 
of the road that runs from Old Romney to Lydd.

For more information visit: https://theromneymarsh.net/historicchurches

Interior

Midley Church ruin

St Thomas á Becket

St Thomas á Becket
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Wakehurst Place
Map Ref 38 Postcode RH17 6TN

Situated on the High Weald, there are more than 500 acres of ornamental gardens, 
woodlands and a nature reserve to be explored. An Elizabethan mansion stands majestically 
in the grounds. This is the perfect backdrop to formal gardens and managed lawns which 
bleed gently out into the wilder landscape. There is plenty to do – a stunning walled garden, 
water gardens and meadowland. Wakehurst is also home to the Millennium Seed Bank, the 
largest wild seed conservation project in the world. 

Ardingly, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6TN

National Trust members have free entry to Wakehurst Place, but need to pay to park.  
Cars cost £3.00 for up to 1.5 hours, £5.50 for up to 2.5 hours and £10 per day.

National Trust
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Whitstable 
Map Ref 39 Postcode CT5 1AB

Famous for its thriving arts community, Whitstable is a picturesque town and has something 
to inspire and delight all tastes. Whitstable Harbour is a fully fledged working harbour with  
a unique twist. Watch the fisherman set sail, enjoy a wander around the harbour village or try 
the fresh seafood including the famous Whitstable oyster! Jump aboard the Greta, a historic 
Thames sailing barge to visit the Maunsell Forts. 

Located on the Long Beach, east of the harbour basin, beach huts have been a colourful 
feature of the Whitstable shoreline for  a century and bring vibrancy to the seafront. At low 
tide on Tankerton Beach, enjoy ‘The Street’ a natural path that takes you right out to sea – 
ideal for exploring rock pools and sea life.

Whitstable Harbour, Whitstable, CT5 1AB. 

Parking: Gorrell Tank Car Park, 10 Westgate Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1BZ.

Thames Sailing barge, South Quay the Harbour, Whitstable CT5 1AB (£54).

Maunsell Forts

Whitstable Oyster

Harbour

Long Beach
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Willsborough Windmill
Map Ref 40 Postcode TN24 0LG

Open to the public for the first time in 2019, this white smock mill was built in 1869 onto  
a two-storey red brick base with attached miller’s cottage and is now a Grade II listed 
building. It incorporates ‘patent’ type shutters in the sweeps instead of canvas and sails, 
and produced enough power to turn four sets of mill stones as well as the maize and oats 
crushing machines. 

Open every Saturday and Sunday afternoon 14:00 to 17:00.  
The car park is in Cornes Close, TN24 0LG.
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Woodfest & Country Fair at Belmont
Map Ref 41 Postcode ME13 0HH

Belmont is an elegant 18th-century house, designed by Samuel Wyatt, commanding 
stunning views over the surrounding estate and the rolling Kentish North Downs. The 
Belmont Woodfest & Country Fair has woodland demonstrations including chainsaw carving, 
horse logging, lathe turning, bushcraft as well as vintage tractors and a fantastic display of 
stationary steam engines.

The main arena will host The Galloping Acrobatics, Falconry Display, Gun Dog 
demonstrations, Ferret Racing, Terrier Racing, Fun Dog Show (Sunday only)  
and the Golden Retriever Display Team (Sunday only).

The house will be closed for tours this weekend.

Belmont Park, Throwley, nr. Faversham, ME13 0HH. 7–8 September. 10:00 to 17:00. £10 (£8).
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Also try...
Whilst I have tried to offer a broad choice of locations, there are still some venues, a bit further 
afield, that you might like to consider:
Arundel Castle, BN18 9AB
Bateman’s, home of Rudyard Kipling, TN19 7DS
Bedgebury National Pinetum and Forest, TN17 2SJ
Brands Hatch, MSVR GrandPrix 7 September, Ford Power Live 8 September, DA3 8NG
Brighton
Box Hill, KT20 7LF
Chatham Dock Yard, ME4 4TZ 
Drusilla’s Wildlife Park, BN26 5QS
Guru Nanak Darbar, Sikh temple, Gravesend, DA12 1AG
Hastings Country Park (hilly walk); Fairlight Glen, Ecclesbourne Glen, Old Barn Lake    
Herne Bay, CT6 5JN 
Igtham Mote, National Trust, TN15 0NT
Ouse Valley Viaduct, Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath, RH17 6QP
Pashley Manor Gardens, TN5 7HE
Shoreham; the docks, the glass bridge, the house boats, the airport   
Winchelsea Cellars tour, 7 September, boxoffice@ryeartsfestival.com or 01797 224442
Hops ‘n’ Harvest Beer Festival, 7 & 8 September, Sandling, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3AU  
www.kentlife.merlintickets.co.uk/product/GENEV000001
Ramsgate Harbour

Guru Nanak Darbar

Ightham Mote

Ouse Valley Viaduct

Winchelsea Cellars
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Our accommodation

Premier Inn 
1 John Macadam Way 
Hastings 
TN37 7DB 
Sat Nav users should use  
‘1 Macadam Way’ or post code TN37 
7SQ.

0871 527 8496
There is an adjoining Brewers Fayre  
and a Sainsburys for fuel and snacks  
just round the corner. 

Sun Hastings

Rise Set

Friday 6 06:18 19:32

Saturday 7 06:20 19:30

Sunday 8 06:21 19:28

Monday 9 06:23 19:26

Tuesday 10 06:24 19:23

Tide times Hastings

High Low High Low

Friday 6 04:35 11:23 17:01 23:56

Saturday 7 05:36 12:20 18:04 

Sunday 8 01:00 06:48 13:35  19:25

Monday 9 02:16 08:17 14:57 21:15

Tuesday 10 03:36 09:37 16:18

Premier Inn

Petrol Station
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